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SUBJECT: MINISTER-PRESIDENT GOPPEL DISTURBED BY EVANS & 

NOVAK COLUMN ON DEFENSE OF WESTERN EUROPE 

1 . BAVARIAN MINISTER-PRESIDENT ALFONS GOPPEL IS QUITE DISTURBED 
ABOUT THE IMPLICATIONS FOR BAVARIA OF THE ARTICLE BY SYNDICATED 
COLUMNISTS EVANS & NOVAK WHICH ALLEGES THAT US WILL CONCEDE 
ONE THIRD OF FRG TO A SOVIET INVASION RATHER THAN SEEK TO 
INCRASE US DEFENSE SPENDING. 

2. GOPPEL'S CHIEF CONCERN IS THAT THE INHABITANTS OF BAVARIA, 
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WHO HAVE LEARNED OF CONTNTS OF EVANS AND NOVAK ARTICLE FROM 
GERMAN MEDIA, MAY BE SEIZED BY FRET .TNG OF INSECURITY ABOUT WILL 
OF US AND OTHER NATO ALLIES TO DEFEND BAVARIA AT ITS EASTERN 
BORDERS. HE FORESEES A DANGER THAT "LEFTIST" ELEMENTS IN FRG 
WHO HAVE LONG PROMOTED THE IDEA THAT IT IS "BETTER TO BE READ 
THAN DEAD," WILL USE THE VANS & NOVAK COLUMN IN SUPPORT OF THEIR 
POLITICAL LINE. 
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3. GOPPEL EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN BY CALLING LONG-TIME US 
FORCES LIAISON OFFICER FOR BAVARIA (USFLO) MANNING TO STATE 
CHANCERY THIS MORNING TO DISCUSS THE EVANS AND NOVAK 
ARTICLE. THE USFLO ASSURED GOPPEL THAT US COMMITMENT TO THE 
FORWARD DEFENSE STRATEGY WORKED OUT IN NATO REMAINED UNALTERED. 
HE ALSO EMPHASIZED POINT THAT US WULD HARDLY SACRIFICE THE LIVES 
OF US TROOPS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS WHO ARE STATIONED IN AREAS 
WITHIN THE ONE THIRD OF GERMANY WHICH EVANS AND NOVAK ALLEGE 

US WOULD CONCEDE. 

4. I SAW GOPPEL BRIEFLY FOLLOWING LATTER'S MEETING WITH 
USFLO. I HANDED HIM COPY OF AUGUST 3 WIRELESS FILE ITEM (EUR 
34) CITING STATEMENTS MADE BY WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN POWELL, 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN TRATTNER AND SECRETARY OF DEFENSE BROWN. 

5. FOLLOWING MEETING WITH GOPPEL, I SPOKE WITH DR. SCHWAABE, HEAD 
OF STATE CHANCERY'S PRESS OFFICE, EMPHASIZING HE IMPORTANCE ONE 
SHOULD ATTACH TO THESE THREE STATEMENTS. SCHWAABE INDICATED 
THAT THE MINISTER-PRESIDENT PLANNED TO ISSUE PRESS RELEASE 
INDICATING THAT NATO POLICY OF FORWARD DEFENSE REMAINED INTACT. 
RELEASE WILL CITE STATEMENT BY POWELL (NOTING THAT IT WAS 
DELIVERED TO MINISTER-PRESIDENT BY CONGEN), AND MINISTERA 
PRESIDENT'S CONVERSATION WITH USFLO. RELEASE WILL 

ALSO NOTE THAT USFLO HAS SPOKEN WITH GENERAL BLANCHARD 
(CINCUSAREUR), WHO CONFIRMED WHAT USFLO HAD TOLD MINISTER- 
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PRESIDENT. (N.B. USFLO DID, IN FACT, SPEAK TO GENERAL 
BLANCHARD ON HIS RETURN FROM THE STATE CHANCERY). 

6. COMMENT. OVER ONE HALF OF POPULATION OF BAVARIA LIVES IN 

THE ONE THRID OF FRG WHICH, ACCORDING TO EVANS AND NOVAK, US WOULD 
BE WILLING TO CONCEDE TO A SOVIET INVADER. GOPPEL'S CONCERN IS, 
THEREFORE, UNDERSTANDABLE AND GENUINE. 

7. RECOMMENDATION: THAT CONGEN BE SENT INFO COPY OF ANY 
TELEGRAPHIC MESSAGES DEALING WITH STATEMMENTS TO PRESSS ON 
THIS SUBJECT. 

8. USFLO REPORTING VIA HIS OWN CHANNELS . GILMORE 
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